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Opt0 start-ups appoint 
Active opto component devel- 
oper Princeton I&&wave Inc 
(founded in Cranbury, NJ, USA 
in May 2000) has appointed 
Didier J Le Lam& (senior vp 
and general manager of the 
Communications Division of 
embedded and integrated cir- 
cuit supplier Zilog Inc) as pres- 
ident and CEO. He succeeds 
Morgenthaler Ventures general 
partner Greg Blonder (who 
served as interim CEO during 
PLI’s development stage but 
will continue as chairman). 
As it ramps up production of its 
Apollo high-powered (10 and 
20 mW), widely tunable lasers 
(in both the C- and L-bands) for 
high-bit-rate Vansmission in 
core metro, regional and long- 
haul networks, iolon Inc (San 
Jose, CA, USA) has appointed: 
l Allan Ashmead (from vp of 
business development for 
DigiLens) as vp of business 
development to oversee 
worldwide customer, technolo- 
gy and business partnership 
development; 
l Michael Hamilton-Smith (from 
director of the Semiconductor 
Group at JDS Uniphase) as 
director of international busi- 
ness development (based at its 
new office in Exeter, UK;Tel: 
+441392 314647; E-mail 
mhamilton-smith@iolon.com). 
K2 Optromcs Inc (Sunnyvale, 
CA, USA) - a start-up 
developing DWDM opto com- 
ponents and modules for metro 
networks funded US$40m - has 
appointed: 
l Dr Paul Zorabedian as chief 
technical officer and vp of 
advanced product development 
(from vp of optical systems and 
chief architect of all-optical 
cross connects for Maple 
Optical Systems; previously 
director of New Focus Inc); and 
l Dr Subrata Dey as vp of 
engineering and new product 
introduction (from vp of tele- 
corn engineering for New 
Focus IX). 
CEO & president Raj Kapany 
says “They strengthen our one- 
laser-fits-all vision by adding 
executives 
Princeton Lightwave’s new presi- 
dent and CEO Didier J Le Lannic. 
additional design, packaging, 
and development expertise.” 
New Focus Iac (San Jose, CA, 
USA) - which supplies fiber- 
optic products under the Smart 
Optics for Networks brand - 
says that Kenneth E Westrick 
has resigned as president and 
CEO (after four years) and 
board member. 
R Clark Harris (a director since 
December 1998, chairman 
since August 2001 and a part- 
ner at NorthEast Ventures, and 
formerly president of a major 
division of Uniphase for three 
years) has been elected presi- 
dent and CEO. 
Joining the board of directors 
(increase the number of mem- 
bers to seven) are: 
l Don G Hallacy (president of 
Technology Services at Sprint 
and formerly president and 
CEO of Internet application 
service provider Eltrax Systems 
Inc); and 
l Dr Peter F Bordui (chairman 
of Photo& Materials Ltd in 
Scotland and formerly vp 
and general manager of JDS 
Uniphase’s fiber-optic 
telecom source laser business 
and vp and general manager of 
the materials division for 
Siemens company Crystal 
Technology Inc). 
New Focus completed its initial 
public offering in May 2000 
and a secondary public offering 
in August 2000, raising nearly 
US$55Om. 
Fixed-wave- 
length 1550 and 
1600 nm VCSELs 
EbdwidW (Fremont, CA, USA) 
is sampling fixed-wavelength 
versions of its tunable VCSELs 
for metro and customer premis- 
es applications requiring optical 
transmission at 1550-1600 nm. 
Designed to displace more 
expensive distributed-feedback 
(DFB) lasers for DWDM, coarse 
wavelength division multiplex- 
ing (CWDM) and Gigabit 
Ethernet (GigE) applications. 
Bandwidth9 aims to produce 
single-mode VCSELs at costs 
similar to those of much less 
capable Fabry-Perot lasers, 
which are constrained to lower- 
performance multi-mode tmns 
mission. With modulation rates 
up to 2.5 Gb/s, its VCSEL-based 
devices are ideal for short- and 
intermediate-range applications 
of 2-20 km (where single-mode 
transmission is required). Band- 
width9 plans to increase modu- 
lation capabilities to address 
emerging 10 GigE markets. 
“Bandwidth9 is the only com- 
pany in the industry with a pro- 
ven capability of producing fur- 
ed-wavelength VCSELs in the 
1550nm and 16OOrmr bands,’ 
said vp of marketing Jake 
Weise. “By partnering with 
major optical component [fixed 
laser] suppliers, Bandwidth9 
can capitalize on its strong ini- 
tial fared wavelength results 
without detracting from our 
mission to be the dominant 
supplier of tunable products for 
the metro market”. 
The components are a break- 
through in the long-wavelength 
optical networking bands, 
based on their low-cost wafer- 
level screening processes and 
superior single-mode perform- 
ance.The devices performed 
successfully without the need 
for thermal compensation, elim- 
inating associated packaging 
costs. 
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